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STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE BY DEPUTY CLERK MARTIN: Pursuant to the provisions of the New 

Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting was properly provided by sending a copy of the 

Notice of Meeting to the Asbury Park Press and the Star-Ledger.  Notice of this meeting of the Governing Body has 

been posted in the corridor of the Municipal Building and the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
WORKSHOP  

Council Discussion: 

 
Cash Management Plan: Issue & Compliance: 

Council Member Kraft: This is the cash management plan that Administrator Rice and I worked on in 

September/October. It was modeled after Stafford Township’s cash management plan, extracting what was 

appropriate for Seaside Park Borough. We can adopt for the existing resolution for the cash management plan. First, 

we want to get the most up to date list of banking and financial institutions we deal with and may deal with and also 

want to put bounds on the type of investments the Borough would make and the guidelines we’d have to follow. We 

also wanted to address the requirements and needs of electronic funds transfer and automated clearing house 

transfers as well. These are the proposed updates to the cash management resolution of 2020-16. There’s a five-page 

addition to that resolution to address the authorizing investments, safety and custodial payments and 

acknowledgement and reporting requirements, and credit card and debit card requirements. List controls, receipts, 

disbursements, and funds of our Borough. Indicated on page five, they (Stafford) had listed the CFO did not require 

investments to be gone over by the governing body, so that item will be removed. Basically, we list everything that 

would be disbursed by the CFO and must be approved by Council. Items not needed because they are automatically 

required such as the debt service payments which are contractual, pay roll, and payroll agency turnovers, the school 

and county tax payments, and any miscellaneous refunds that do not otherwise need Borough Council approval. 

That is the summation of the attachment for your review.  

Council Member DeMichele: So, the first section underneath section A, as to the Finance Notice 2018-13, that 

within itself completely contradicts that law. It specifically states that it will not be the CFO that makes electronic 

transfers, a separate person will be appointed to do so as per Finance Notice 2018-13.  

Council Member Dr. McHugh read aloud from Finance Notice 2018-13: 

In lieu of paper checks, the governing body of a local unit subject to the Local Fiscal Affairs Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:5-1 

et seq.), local authority, or county college; and a board of education/board of trustees (notwithstanding N.J.S.A. 

18A:19-1 et seq. to the contrary as specifically authorized by N.J.S.A. 40A:5- 16.5), may adopt policies and 

procedures permitting specific officers and employees to pay claims electronically. Boards of education here 

encompass charter schools as well as renaissance school projects under the “Urban Hope Act” (N.J.S.A. 18A:36C-1 

et seq.). Such policies and procedures shall be in writing and approved by governing body resolution or ordinance, 
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as appropriate prior to the execution of any electronic transfer. The term “local authority” encompasses entities 

subject to the Local Authorities Fiscal Control Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:5A-1 et seq.), including fire districts and other 

special districts, but not school districts. 

 

In the case of municipalities, unless otherwise set forth in a payment of claims ordinance, any electronic funds 

transfer shall be initiated by the mayor or other chief executive officer, and authorized by the municipal clerk in 

addition to the CFO.; a backup officer may be designated in the event the Mayor, Municipal Clerk, or CFO are 

unavailable.  

 

Council Member Kraft: The idea is to update this so that it is correct, so that is one item that we would update. 

 

Council Member DeMichele: So this section you’ve attached, where did this come from? 2018-13 within its entirety 

is in your packet. Electronic transfers, credit cards, all of those are completely under a separate oversight.  

 

Council Member Kraft: It just has to be updated. 

 

Administrator Rice: The Local Finance Notice does say that unless otherwise set forth in a payment of claims 

ordinance, so the Local Finance Notice isn’t saying you have to do it that way, it’s saying you can adopt an 

ordinance which sets the parameters for making those electronic payments. 

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: Don’t you want to follow the recommendations of the state? 

 

Administrator Rice: Absolutely 

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: We don’t have one right now. If we’ve been doing electronic transfers, right now 

we’ve been doing them illegally. 

 

Administrator Rice: We have not been doing them illegally. We’ve been doing them since before I entered the 

Borough as CFO, long before. Statutory debt payments are paid through wire transfer to depository trusts in New 

York City. They are always done by the CFO in any municipality. 

 

Council Member DeMichele: What is it that we currently pay electronically? 

 

Administrator Rice: Health benefits payments, debt service payments 

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: How about credit cards and fuel cards? 

 

Administrator Rice: We have paid the fuel card by ACH (automated clearing house transfer) in the past to avoid late 

fees. 

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: But we did get an interest charge of $1,000. 

 

Administrator Rice: We did receive interest on those charges because by paying them by purchase order and not by 

electronic means they were late.  

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: How did that happen? 

 

Council Member DeMichele: Those are monthly bills as well? 

 

Administrator Rice: The fuel charges are monthly bills. They are not being paid by electronic funds transfer now.  

 

Council Member DeMichele: They were at one point? 
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Administrator Rice: At one point they were. 

 

Council Member DeMichele: And there is credit card use as well, right? 

 

Administrator Rice: It’s a bill we receive for departments to, like police and public works, to fuel their vehicles 

 

Council Member DeMichele: So there’s multiple credit cards 

 

Administrator Rice: They’re not really credit cards, per se. It’s a fuel card so in each vehicle there is a fuel card. 

They use that fuel card to purchase gas, it’s not like a credit card where they can go to Wawa and get coffee. 

 

Council Member Coleman: It is a fuel card. Is it specific to one company? 

 

Administrator Rice: No, but it is primarily used at Wawa. 

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: It’s a credit card 

 

Council Member Liguori: If it is the same as we did at the town, each card was connected to a car and the person. 

 

Administrator Rice: That’s how we have it set up too and it was set up prior to me taking over as CFO. 

 

Council Member Liguori: The only person who could use it was the person authorized on that card and on that car 

that you’re driving. 

 

Administrator Rice: Correct, it is tied to the employee’s Social Security Number. The last four digits are their pin 

numbers. 

 

Council Member Liguori: Not everybody had that option. A select few that drove cars for meetings and they were 

the only ones who received that authorization and a fuel card. 

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: Could we have a list of all the fuel card please? And whoever they are connected to. 

 

Administrator Rice: Sure 

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: If it’s billed monthly, there should be no trouble paying by purchase order 

 

Administrator Rice: As I said, I paid those bills through ACH one or two times to avoid the recurring late fees that 

we were getting on those bills. They are now being paid by purchase order. We’ve actually had instances, and the 

department heads can tell you, where the fuel cards were shut off. They’ve come to me and said they can’t get gas 

for their vehicles. There was one time that it happened to be right before a major snow storm in the area, so to avoid 

future surcharges on the account and get the fuel charges turned back on for the departments, I paid the bill via 

electronic funds transfer.  

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: Without following the rules 

 

Administrator Rice: This local finance notice came out in March of 2018. So no, this was not always a useful 

document for the finance office. Like I said, these fuel cards were set up long before I became the CFO and we’ve 

continued its use. We get a monthly bill; the monthly bill is then entered into Edmunds, our financial system, and 

then the purchase order is processed and it appears on the subsequent Bill List.  

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: So this has been out for 10 months and have we yet appointed another officer? Not 

under the CFO’s supervision. 
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Administrator Rice: No, because we’ve been talking about the cash management plan, which is why Bill and I were 

pushing it back in the month of— 

 

Council Member Kraft: Nothing exists right now 

 

Council Member DeMichele: In the electronic transfer category we didn’t have anything in place but in the other 

categories there was certainly a management plan in place that just wasn’t followed, let’s be honest here. 

 

Part of the thing we did we adjusted the signatures. Those three signatures, starting from the beginning, are the 

mayor, you have CFO, and clerk. All the extras, there are extras if someone is out for a week or two weeks, they 

don’t go into play. Now we have to address the electronic transfers, the credit cards, which was never addressed. So 

we haven’t seen anything recurring on a bill list, we haven’t seen invoices, we haven’t seen anything in relation to 

how that’s been done. I think we need to be more in depth in that and be s little better, as we think about all these 

things, then we will assign an electronic transfer position to whomever is appropriate. And we do what is 

recommended, or come to a place that is more in sync with what is going on as far as what’s recommended by the 

local finance notice. 

 

Council Member Liguori: Take a look at this, change the language. I have a question, and I don’t know if it relates 

or not. When we decide to pay those once a month, and I know they are listed on the back, does it ever occur where 

the policy may pose some kind of challenge for us? 

 

Administrator Rice: There are certain vendors that we deal with where we’ve had instances in my tenure with the 

Borough that without notice if a Cablevision bill, or Altice, whatever it is now, is one day late, I’ll get a call from 

department heads, “Hey, we have no cable.” So the timeliness of those bills will have to be managed. The Sunoco 

bill, Wex, again with the late fees and surcharges. We have to manage the timeliness of those bills. That Sunoco bill 

is available to print online, we have an online quotable, we can print the bill off on the first of the month. It only 

becomes available on the first. The bill is due on the eighth of the month. 

 

Council Member Liguori: So even if they gave you a grace period of ten days, you would still incur late fees, or 

could. Are there any bills, I think it was something with the county but I’m not sure if I’m remembering correctly, 

where you get a bill that comes in from another county, municipality, or another vendor, that while we know it’s 

coming, we know its quarterly, but we don’t have the exact date. I’m just trying to think of examples. We’re trying 

to clean this up, and if there’s something we need in here that we can pay, we need to ratify something at the next 

meeting. 

 

Administrator Rice: I know there’s an effort to put some kind of flow into meetings and what happens at meetings, I 

just wanted to mention that when I was recently at the League of Municipalities and attended the Legislative Update, 

which kind of gives update to law and budget concerning municipal finances particularly, it was mentioned by one 

of the speakers, it is absolutely prudent for governing bodies to pay bills at every meeting included the reorg 

meeting if that governing body so chooses to do so. This is something that was mentioned at League of 

Municipalities. There are other state statutes, the Local Finance Notice I forget the number right now, that talks 

about the responsibility, and actually Borough Attorney Steve Zabarsky mentioned it one other time when we were 

talking about the payment of a particular bill, that there is a statute that says that a municipality is required to pay 

within a certain time frame. 

 

Council Member DeMichele: 2019-02 

 

Administrator Rice: I just want the governing body to consider those things when making these decisions.  

 

Council Member DeMichele: Is there an way we can get those in sync with the time frame, so if it is on the first, can 

we adjust the due date? 
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Administrator Rice: Certainly and we have oftentimes tried to call vendors rather and say we are a municipality and 

we only pay bills once a month and some vendors are amenable and others are not. 

 

Council Member DeMichele: Like the cable bills, we know that’s probably the same every month. 

 

Administrator Rice: Actually that is one of the most difficult companies to deal with. 

 

Council Member DeMichele: But that bills are pretty much the same; it’s not a fluctuating bill. We could have it so 

that we are pre-approving it. 

 

Council Member Liguori: Except that you can’t pay the bill without a bill. You have to have a bill before you’re 

allowed to even though you know it might be due on the tenth. 

 

Council Member Kraft: Will it be available online?  

 

Council Member DeMichele: They’re not doing it fast enough. In that particular case. 

  

Administrator Rice: In Sunoco’s case, it’s only available for print. You know, we don’t even wait for a mailed bill, 

we go online and print it out to facilitate the quick payment. 

 
Council Member Kraft: Can we get the Optimum bill online? 

 

Administrator Rice: We don’t have online access to Optimum bills; they come via regular mail.  

 

Council Member Kraft:  What’s the turnaround on their bill? 

 

Council Member Liguori: I’m saying, usually it’s ten days. 

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: I’m sure we’re not the only municipality who has an account with those people. 

 

Council Member Liguori: I think the issue, my question was, are there bills that we have late payments that we pay 

monthly? 

 

Administrator Rice: There are other types of bills too. For instance, there are bills that are considered statutory 

expenditures. As Chief Financial Officer, under local bond law, I have the authority to pay those statutory 

expenditures without a Bill List. They will appear on the next Bill List. But local bond law gives me the authority to 

pay those bills because they are, for instance, on the fifteenth, there is the bill for over a million dollars to Central 

Regional. I have to pay that bill. That is the Borough’s tax levy to the Central Regional School District.  

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: Don’t we know what the bill is and when it is due back in July though, right? 

 

Administrator Rice: It’s due January 15th 

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: But we know from July when they send out the scheduled payments when and what 

is due? 

 

Administrator Rice: But if our last Bill List was the 22nd of December and we don’t have bill payment on reorg and 

we don’t have another Bill List until the end of January 

 

Council Member Liguori: Then it will be late  

 

Council Member Kraft: Or we know it will happen, we do it ahead of time. 
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Administrator Rice: But that money comes out of 2020 budget, and until we have a reorg, we don’t have a 2020 

budget.  

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: It rolled over for this year already? 

 

Administrator Rice: Yes 

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: When? 

 

Administrator Rice: Tuesday 

 

Council Member Liguori: So my question, really, it seems there might be an occasion when there will be certain 

bills, whether statutory or regular, that may come and may be late by paying once a month. I don’t know what the 

answer is, but it seems if we can capture some of them in this, put in some language that gives whomever is 

appropriate the authority to pay that bill and ratify at our next meeting or include a section. 

 

Administrator Rice: When you see state health benefits payments on Bill List, those are due by the 7th of the month. 

It is a state health benefits payment to the State of New Jersey. 

 

Council Member Liguori: But you might not get them 7 days before 

 

Administrator Rice: And it is due on the 7th and that is a bill I will pay and it will appear on the next Bill List 

 

Council Member Liguori: In that case, Steve, is the right word here ratifying, so she can pay that bill and since it 

was paid, she had a bill and paid it and the board ratifies it 

 

Borough Attorney Steve Zabarsky: It still goes on the Bill List.  

 

Council Member Liguori: Approves, not ratifies, excuse me 

 

Council Member DeMichele: You are ratifying it by approving the Bill List. It has been done in advance and you are 

acknowledging that it has been done by approving it. 

 

Administrator Rice: The other thing to point out, the payment of claims is a little bit backwards in that the approval 

by the governing body is backwards. We cannot issue a purchase order for payment, we cannot cut a check for that 

purchase order until we have received an invoice, meaning the department who ordered whatever they ordered 

already has it. If it is truck tires, they’ve already been installed on the truck before that bill ever even gets to you for 

approval. So it’s a little backwards in the approval process, so to speak. You’re approving the check to be cut, but 

you’re approving a check to be cut for something you’ve already ordered, has already been installed on your 

equipment, and is already in use in the department. As Steve mentioned, when he mentioned the statute, it is the 

requirement that the municipality pay its bills. 

 

The other thing earlier in the conversation it was alluded that I was doing things illegally. I just wanted to put on the 

record that I have never done anything illegally and I have paid bills to make sure the Borough as a whole continues 

to operate and the departments have what they need to continue to have our trucks moving and our police cars 

moving and I just want to say that.  

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: Illegal in the sense of not following the letter of the law. 

 

Administrator Rice: Okay, but I just want to say I’ve done things in an effort to make sure that the Borough 

continues to function. 
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Council Member Liguori: Sandy, I want to say thank you , I know that you’ve done that. We’ve had these 

discussions before. 

 

Mayor Peterson: Have there ever been payments of bills that have never been on the approved Bill List? 

 

Administrator Rice: No, sir.  

 

Mayor Peterson: Any and all payments that have ever gone out of the Borough of Seaside Park are ultimately always 

on the approved Bill List. 

 

Administrator Rice: Yes 

 

Mayor Peterson: And that’s been the procedure 

 

Administrator Rice: Yes 

 

Mayor Peterson: And what about wire transfers? 

 

Administrator Rice: So the wire transfers traditionally are large statutory debt payments. They’re on for instance, I 

just recently paid $500,000 to depository trust for our bond payment for all three funds, water, marina, and I can tell 

you I have issued memos to the governing body when those payments have gone out. In recent, probably just for 

time constraints or increased work flow, the last one I did not issue a memo but I have done that in the past, just so 

the governing body is aware. Something like that you know, we’re required to pay that. If we don’t, the municipality 

defaults on its bond payments, so that’s not something that 

 

Council Member Kraft: It’s unacceptable 

 

Council Member Liguori: And it doesn’t wait until the end of the month 

 

Administrator Rice: And those are done by wire 

 

Mayor Peterson: It doesn’t wait until the end of the month, but we know about it a year in advance. 

 

Administrator Rice: We’ve known since we’ve been issued that debt. 

 

Mayor Peterson: So we’ve known about that for a year in advance? 

 

Administrator Rice: More, 20 years in advance. 

 

Mayor Peterson: So we know exactly what the payment is going to be, so what is the impediment of having that on a 

Bill List in advance? Why can’t that be done? 

 

Administrator Rice: Well, I mean I certainly can, if that’s what the governing body wants me to do. 

 

Council Member Liguori: So does that mean that if it’s due December 10th, but we couldn’t pay it December 10th but 

we don’t pay bills until the end of the month, then we pay it November 30th? 

 

Administrator Rice: For something like that for $500,000, you wouldn’t want to pay it a month early. 

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: But we can authorize it a month early. 

 

Council Member Kraft: Maybe have another that lists the things coming up that would be this type of payment so 

that we’re all aware. 
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Council Member DeMichele: Similar to the tax payment, we know it’s coming, we know we’re not having a 

meeting until the end of this month, so we can approve it at the end of the summer so that you’re prepared and its 

already approved. 

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: We can do it with the Altice bill 

 

Council Member Coleman: And the gas cards 

 

Mayor Peterson: What were you saying about Central Regional tax payment? When is it due, next week? 

 

Administrator Rice: The 15th  

 

Mayor Peterson: And how much is due? 

 

Administrator Rice: A million one and change 

 

Mayor Peterson: So people understand? We collect the money but we pay it out. 

 

Council Member Liguori: So we will be looking forward to an Authorization List. 

 

Administrator Rice: Well, right because I know what our debt service payments are 

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: I don’t know how you’re going to do it with the gas card because the amounts 

change.  

 

Mayor Peterson: Are they gas cards or credit cards? 

 

Administrator Rice: They’re neither. 

 

Mayor Peterson: They’re issued by Wawa, or Sunoco? 

 

Administrator Rice: Sunoco. They are Sunoco cards and the only thing it authorizes the user to do is purchase gas 

for this specific vehicle that is assigned to that card. 

 

Council Member Kraft: That’s how it was forty-some years ago. 

 

Council Member Coleman: You have to tell the gas attendant the mileage, the attendant asks what’s your mileage 

and driving number. The receipt says how many gallons of gas. 

 

Council Member Kraft: Maybe to address the gas card issue, maybe that gets paid by electronic transfer and it will 

appear on the next bill as to what bill was paid so we’re all aware of what the number was. 

 

Council Member Coleman: That’s a good solution 

 

Council Member Liguori: That sounds reasonable 

 

Council Member Kraft: That way we’re paying it on time, and don’t have to worry about late charges and we’re all 

aware what the charge was. 

 

Council Member Coleman: It’s also good if something happens, it’s crazy, we could get a storm at any time 
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Council Member DeMichele: I know, it’s surprising that a monthly cycle, you get your bill, and a grace period. I 

feel like we should contact the company and say, “Look, we want our bill on this date so it falls within our time 

frame.  

 

Administrator Rice: A lot of companies are wanting everybody to pay online, especially big companies like that. 

Sometimes you run into a vendor that doesn’t want anything to do with a purchase order, they don’t want to know 

about a purchase order.  

 

Council Member Kraft: When we bought the camera, they didn’t want anything to do with a purchase order, so I’ve 

been using my credit card 

 

Mayor Peterson: Does the municipality have any other credit cards? 

 

Administrator Rice: No, no 

 

Council Member DeMichele: No other credit cards? 

 

Administrator Rice: No other credit cards. 

 

Mayor Peterson: In terms of what Councilman Kraft has written, does anyone have an issue with these three other 

banks to be added? Wachovia has changed its name 

 

Council Member DeMichele: I recognized them, when we were talking, we knew a couple banks were changing 

names. I think it was just an oversight.  

 

Administrator Rice: First Constitution is listed? 

 

Council Member Kraft: Yes 

 

Mayor Peterson: So these are banks to be added and not currently added? 

 

Administrator Rice: Some are already on our cash management plan. As Bill and I were saying, throughout the year, 

we may start to invest with a new bank, you know, so you’re just putting together a list so you don’t have to keep 

changing the cash management plan.  

 

Council Member Kraft: It’s double-sided there’s more institutions for the investments 

 

Mayor Peterson: What are everyone’s thoughts on the attachment that has been prepared? Has it been submitted for 

review by either the Borough Attorney’s office or the Auditor’s office?  

 

Administrator Rice: The answer to the auditor is yes, I have emailed that to Jerry Conaty, not sure if I had emailed it 

to Steve Zabarsky because I didn’t know that we were quite to the point where we were ready to ratify it. 

 

Mayor Peterson: Would it be fair to say that we wouldn’t be ready to ratify it unless we had the input of the Auditor 

and the Borough Attorney? 

 

Administrator Rice: The original draft came from the Borough Auditor and he sent it to me saying it was a good 

cash management plan in his opinion.  

 

Council Member Coleman: That was his recommendation. 

 

Mayor Peterson: My conversation with Mr. Conaty after the last meeting, and I was just an observer, just a citizen, 

and he indicated that he did not prepare this plan. He stated that all he did was prepare a prototype from another 
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municipality and insisted that he did not prepare a plan. He said if her were to do so, he would have to be engaged to 

prepare a plan. He asked if the Borough planned to do that and I said I’m not the mayor I have no idea. Has the 

auditor been engaged to prepare a plan? 

 

Council Member Kraft: The plan was, once we put it together to our satisfaction, we would then give it to the 

auditor to vet. 

 

Mayor Peterson: So we’re at that stage to prepare the document and send it to the Auditor and the Borough Attorney 

and ask for input? 

 

Council Member Kraft: I think we still have to address what Matt brought up earlier. 

 

Mayor Peterson: The plan itself entails the adoption of an ordinance. One cannot be completed and effectuated 

without the other. So we haven’t even gotten to the ordinance portion. That’s where the attorney’s input is valuable. 

Both the auditor and the attorney have to look at this and advise. 

 

Council Member Kraft: I guess we would be updating it as a resolution and another ordinance 

 

Mayor Peterson: The recommended best practice is an ordinance 

 

Council Member DeMichele: We don’t have a current ordinance in place that addresses this. You pointed out the 

one that we’ve been taking a part it’s been adjusted by resolution annually. The cash management plan, so that’s 

been outdated in itself. In addition to that we would add electronic transfers, credit cards, etc. 

 

Administrator Rice: Right, that’s the goal. 

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: It needs to be updated because the one we have has not been followed either. 

 

Council Member Kraft: We have to fix what we have. 

 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: We have to follow the law, what we have right now. 

 

Council Member DeMichele: Let’s not go tit for tat, but in all fairness it’s been a good year of recommendations to 

follow what’s currently there and has yet to be followed, let’s be honest. We’re not looking back, we’ve been 

looking back for a year, it’s something that hasn’t been corrected. 

 

Council Member Kraft: We’re trying to fix it. 

 

Council Member DeMichele: Well let’s not try, let’s do. Because the current cash management plan has what you 

need to effectively do what you need to do right now, except for the electronic transfers. I think that’s where the 

frustration is. Can we get a list of actual banks that we are currently using? 

 

Administrator Rice: It’s two. 

 

Council Member DeMichele: Two, out of all these? 

 

Administrator Rice: First Constitution and TD Bank. That’s where all of our accounts are. We do business with JP 

Morgan Chase Bank in New York City for the payment for our statutory debt, big bond payments.  

 

Mayor Peterson: Do you want to carry this to the next work session? We have to talk about the ordinance. It needs 

specific individuals if the decision is made that electronic transfers should be allowed. Are there any towns that do 

not allow electronic transfers? 
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Administrator Rice; Not that I’m aware 

 

Mayor Peterson: Has the auditor been asked that particular question? 

 

Administrator Rice: I can certainly ask him that question. 

 

Mayor Peterson: Why were there funds distinguished form electronic funds? 

 

Administrator Rice: We do wire our statutory debt payments. That’s the only way they are allowed to be paid is by 

wiring. 

 

Mayor Peterson: What statute is that? 

 

Administrator Rice: According to the agreement between the Borough and the lender. 

 

Council Member Liguori: Let’s forward that to the auditor for review and comment to get his perspective. Would 

that be more helpful or help speed it along? 

 

Mayor Peterson: I’d like to hear from the auditor. It was my understanding, from my discussion with him, was that 

he would have to be engaged to provide those kinds of services. 

 

Council Member Liguori: It’s not routine? 

 

Mayor Peterson: It is a specific task that we would need an engagement letter. 

 

Council Member Liguori: Depending on what Council feels is appropriate, we would propose a motion. 

 

Council Member Kraft: I think we should at least get the engagement letter to him even if I’m not ready to give him 

what we have. 

 

Mayor Peterson: I’m sure he could give us a ballpark figure on what type of hours would be involved. We could 

give him this particular document marked up, what are your thoughts and comments as to the projected fees if you 

were engaged. I’m sure he would do that as would the attorney. 

 

Council Member Liguori: Do we need a motion?  

 

Mayor Peterson: I don’t know if we’re at that stage. If we want to go further, that ordinance requires specific 

individuals employed by the Municipality, someone has to be designated that cannot be supervised by the CFO, so 

we have a limited group of individuals that are employed here because we are a small town. If you want to discuss 

that, I’ll be glad to discuss it. That’s just one component of a mandatory ordinance under the state statute, which we 

do not have, yet we’re implementing cash electronic transfers. 

 

Council Member Kraft: We talked about this last year, I guess we couldn’t come up with a name because it’s such a 

small group of people.  

  

Mayor Peterson: It is something we carry to the next work session. Everyone sees that’s just one of the issues in one 

of the components in the ordinance. You have to put together the ordinance; it’s a package, a cash management plan 

and an ordinance to do it effectively. The statute requires the adoption of a cash management plan every reorg, 

which we did, but that same statue says that a municipality can amend that plan as circumstances dictate any time 

they so desire, so we can have that on an agenda once we have something and have amended it. 

 

Council Member Liguori: What does the auditor who works with other small towns think? He could suggest who 

would be appropriate. If there’s some questions we have, we may get some suggestions that make it clearer for us. 
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Council Member DeMichele: It does indicate the Mayor, the Clerk, and potentially that is being overseen by the 

finance clerk. There’s some suggestions in the finance notice and it makes sense. You’re already viewing bills, 

you’re already authorizing signatures on checks, it’s all within the same process. It is a natural fit.  

 

Council Member Liguori: I’m just saying let’s ask. How should we proceed? 

 

Mayor Peterson: We could have this addendum on the next work session for the next meeting first and receive some 

input from the auditor and our attorney. 

 

Borough Attorney Zabarsky: The auditor is already by resolution our auditor at the reorganization meeting at an 

hourly rate just as I am. The auditor is already engaged, already under contract. 

 

Deputy Municipal Clerk Sandra Martin: Can we just repeat the motion? 

 

Mayor Peterson: A motion to solicit input from the attorney as well as the auditor, I would say at this juncture just 

project it, assistance hourly to be rendered in a cash management plan 

 

MOTION: Solicit input from the attorney as well as the auditor on a cash management plan 

MADE BY: Council Member Coleman 

SECOND: Council Member Liguori 

 

Ms. Liguori: Yes, Mrs. Coleman: Yes, Mr. Amabile: Yes, 

Mr. Kraft: Yes,  Dr. McHugh: Yes, Mr. DeMichele: Yes 

CARRIES: Yes 

 

 

 

Setting a Date, Time, & Location for the Auction of 1315 Ocean Avenue Lot 

Borough Attorney Steve Zabarsky outlined how to publish and advertise that the Borough can reject all bids, and 

recommended that the date be in February or March because the auction must be at least thirty days from now, it has 

to be published twice, and the last publication cannot be within seven days of the auction.  

The Council agreed to set a minimum bid of $700,000, and a new resolution allowing for a minimum bid and the 

right to reject all bids will be drafted and added to the next work session.  

 

Creation of Council Office in Previous 2nd Floor Finance Office; Relocating All Financial Records to 1st Floor of 

Borough Hall 

Council Member Liguori: I would like to defer that one. 

Council Member DeMichele: The concept of waiting until this time of the year was so that DPW would be available 

this time of the year after the holidays to utilize them to make that move and make that adjustment. We put it off 

because of the summer and the workload. It hss been in the works for over a year. He’s had it on his list and we’ve 

talked about it. 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: Frankly, I think it’s an ideal place for the Council to have some workspace up there 

at Borough Hall. There’s a meeting room. We decided on this already. 

Council Member Amabile: All things should be on the first floor.  
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Administrator Rice: I need to know where you want me to put it. 

Council Member DeMichele: It was your recommendation initially. The whole section, two empty areas. Plenty of 

space. Tons of computers we could store downstairs. I think we need to initiate it. 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: Get it done this week, next week. 

Council Member Liguori: I’m not sure I agree with it. 

Mayor Peterson: Its already been approved but hasn’t happened? 

Council Member Amabile: Sandy has to coordinate it. 

Administrator Rice: I will coordinate it. 

Council Member Amabile: Everything should be on the first floor instead of going upstairs, downstairs.  

 

Reestablishing Records, Keys, & Lockbox to the Office of the Municipal Clerk 

Council Member DeMichele: They should all be accessible and we were talking about the records, our Deputy Clerk 

needs access to the records, keys to the files, and that applies to the finance clerk as well, these records and access 

for our sake and their sakes. That has been discussed for over a year and it is time we get that put in place. She needs 

access and keys and we should not be without access. 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: It was confirmed by a letter from the solicitor two, three weeks ago and nothing has 

happened. 

Council Member Coleman: I don’t see why the finance clerk needs access. 

Council Member DeMichele: The Finance Clerk should have access to the purchase orders. They are being handled 

by people working out of title so that needs to be fixed immediately. 

Council Member Liguori: I’m sorry, could you repeat that? 

Council Member DeMichele: The Finance Clerk isn’t even holding onto purchase orders, they are being handled 

improperly by the wrong employees. They should have proper access in whatever needs to be put back into place the 

way it is supposed to be. It is not in the right order and they need to be accessible. 

Administrator Rice: Mayor, I would suggest that perhaps the work flow in the Office of the Administration be 

something discussed in executive session 

Mayor Peterson: Okay 

Council Member Liguori: I would agree. 

Mayor Peterson: For this evening? 

Council Member DeMichele: I think so. 

Council Member Liguori: I’d rather wait. 
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Council Member DeMichele: I think we’ve waited long enough. This has gone on for quite some time. 

Mayor Peterson: Timewise, are we going to the executive session after the regular meeting? 

Council Member DeMichele: I think it has been put off way too long. 

Borough Attorney Zabarsky: We’re talking about an administrative function in the office.  

Someone from the Public: Why would that be closed session? 

Mayor Peterson: So we’ll discuss it right here. One very concerning factor entails the Borough has not complied 

with the requirements of OPRA. Anything that prohibits that should be looked at immediately and that seems to be 

one of the themes of the memos.  

Council Member Liguori: Anybody can write a memo, we’re talking about, in my mind, a person. 

Mayor Peterson: I’m talking about the township attorney’s memo. If we haven’t complied with OPRA we should do 

so immediately. That is my recommendation. 

Council Member Liguori: I don’t understand why we haven’t complied with OPRA 

Mayor Peterson: I don’t either, but I read the memo and I confer with it, and in fact the attorney quoted me that the 

mayor conferred with him and I do confer with him. 

Council Member DeMichele: The clerk is the keeper of the records and always has been, has access to that building 

in every single capacity. There has been a restriction on that for well over two years now and even prior to that. It is 

uncalled for and needs to be adjusted and fixed immediately. There’s not much to discuss. We’ve been frustrated as 

a Council accessing things, the Deputy Clerk has had issues with it and there’s really no reason for it. Put the 

lockbox in but to have one person with a set of keys to every single thing, I mean she couldn’t even get a set of 

paper plates without having to get a key from another employee. She’s the Clerk. Get it right. 

Council Member Liguori: I’m very uncomfortable because now we’re talking about people. 

Borough Attorney Zabarsky: We’re not talking about individual’s job performance or taking action against them, 

we’re talking about my memo from December 20th as I understand the function of the office.  

Council Member DeMichele: I’m tired of being roadblocked 

Council Memeber Liguori: Mr. Zabarsky could you tell us how they’re not following? 

Borough Attorney Zabarsky: My memo from Dec 20th points out that under Open Public Records Act that the Clerk 

is designated as the custodian of the records. I then go into the issue of personnel files clearly under OPRA are 

exempt and are not even considered government records and I quoted the statute. I then went into the fact that all the 

other records are considered government records and quote the statute specifically says that they should be made 

available in seven days. Ordinarily budgets, bills, contracts, employee salary, overtime, vouchers, should be 

immediately accessible to the Clerk and should be made available within seven business days under OPRA. They 

should be accessible to the Clerk. And as I understood, that was not happening. 

Administrator Rice: I think that is a misnomer.  

Borough Attorney Zabarsky: Let me finish, whether it is a misnomer or not, I was asked to say what the law is. I’m 

just telling you what the law is. I don’t want to deal with misnomers. I want to deal with this is what needs to 
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happen, the Clerk needs access under the Open Public Records Act and this is how it has to function. I suggested, 

review Mr.Gasky’s report, Ms. Martin has not had readily available access to the government records and this has to 

be resolved under the circumstances. Either there is access or there isn’t. If Ms. Martin says she doesn’t have access 

and needs keys to get into vouchers, contracts, then that can’t happen. It must be readily available. That’s the quote I 

think Ms. Barna had about the records she needed, to my recollection when I was the Borough Attorney, so all I’m 

saying is that’s what the law requires, that’s what OPRA requires, and that’s how it has to function. Personnel 

records are not government records, are not subject to OPRA, under our policies, they are to be kept under lock and 

key by the Administrator. There is a provision that does say the medical records are to be kept in separate files and 

are to be accessible to the Municipal Clerk.  

Council Member Coleman: Do we have to separate files? 

Borough Attorney Zabarsky: You have to separate files it’s part of the law. 

Council Member Liguori: I think that is part of the law states that it is only if we require medical approval or 

medical exam before the person is offered a position.  

Borough Attorney Zabarsky: I’ll have to double check. 

Council Member Coleman: You have to check the HIPPA laws because you’re not allowed to discuss employee 

medical records. 

Borough Attorney Zabarsky: We’re not discussing medical record; we’re discussing who maintains the records. 

Council Member DeMichele: The clerk understands the level of confidentiality she has with the Borough.  

Borough Attorney Zabarsky: I know the medical records are kept in separate files outside the personnel file, correct 

Sandy? 

Administrator Rice: The medical files are kept outside the personnel files. 

Council Member Coleman: The HIPPA laws, the medical records are not public, no one can come in and say I can 

OPRA Jim Boag’s medical records. 

Borough Attorney Zabarsky: All we said is the medical records must be kept in separate files I didn’t say they are 

subject to OPRA. 

Council Member Coleman: But you just right after that that she’s supposed to have access 

Council Member DeMichele: You’re trying to make it seem like if it’s not OPRA-able than she shouldn’t have 

access 

Council Member Coleman: No, that’s not what I said. You’re not listening, I’m saying the new HIPPA rules, as far 

as I understand, you cannot discuss anything even if you fire someone. Like if I fire my daughter I can’t tell people 

that. 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: That has nothing to do with it. 

Council Member DeMichele: Most laws are to be understood by the Municipal Clerk, who is clear on what they are, 

and maintain and respect them. Even in our policies, which indicates that the Clerk assist and does keep the records 

and makes sure they’re up to date, and keep the medical records under lock and key. She’s aware of the 
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confidentiality. There should be nothing assigned to any specific employee independently or not. The Clerk is the 

Clerk; she keeps all the records.  

Council Member Dr. McHugh: The medical records of the employees and prospective employees are confidential 

and are to be maintained by the Municipal Clerk separate from the employee’s official personnel file. Medical 

exams may include tests for drug and alcohol use. Under Records Retention: All implications, notes made during 

interviews, reference checks, job offers, and any notes made during the hiring process are to be returned to the 

Municipal Clerk. Those are personnel records. Page 41 and 42. 

Council Member Liguori: Can I also read something? Page 50. Personnel File Procedure: The official personnel files 

shall be maintained by the Administrator and the employee medical information will be maintained in a separate 

file. At least annually, the Municipal Clerk will review the files to make sure they are up to date and will follow up 

with the department’s supervisor as necessary. 

Borough Attorney Zabarsky: Personnel files are under lock and key. The medical records are kept in a separate file, 

in that same policy, maintained by the municipal clerk. 

Council Member Liguori: So this is not the clerk. 

Council Member DeMichele: It is not restrictive of the Clerk either, that’s the point.  

Borough Attorney Zabarsky: In my previous memo I suggested that the Clerk is obligated under the policy to go 

through the personnel files and should be done under the supervision of the Administrator because they are under 

lock and key. 

Council Member Liguori: I agree with that. 

Borough Attorney Zabarsky: These files are not subject to OPRA. They’re not.  

Council Member Liguori: So the Clerk can have the keys to everything except these files. 

Borough Attorney Zabarsky: Except the personnel files. The medical is separate. 

Council Member DeMichele: That’s fine and everything else is accessible including emails. We’ve had this issue 

with the video. Its inclusive of all these things. 

Council Member Liguori: To my knowledge, nobody has anybody’s password to their computer. It’s my 

understanding, that the agreement with the IT company, Coastal Solutions, so if I were an employee and I quit, and I 

have valuable files there, Coastal Solutions has a way to close that account and reopen with a new email password. 

But no one, not even the Administrator has anyone’s passwords.  

Council Member Dr. McHugh: The Clerk should maintain the file. 

Council Member DeMichele: The Clerk should maintain those because emails are a record 

Administrator Rice: No 

Council Member Liguori: The IT company does it. 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: Under the direction of the Clerk. 

Council Member Liguori: I disagree. 
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Council Member DeMichele: It’s considered a record. Period.  

Council Member Liguori: I would like to just check; I’m not saying you’re wrong. 

Council Member DeMichele: Emails are under the clerk’s office as a record. Any time she sets up a new email, 

she’s the keeper of records, if she has to access a record, she goes to Coastal and says I need access and she has the 

authority to release and obtain those records. Or anything litigation wise.  

Council Member Liguori: But she would go to Coastal. 

Council Member DeMichele: I never said anything about her having email passwords. 

Council Member Coleman: Who was saying they wanted her to have access to passwords? 

Council Member DeMichele: I didn’t say that, I said she should have access to emails. The last thing outside of that, 

the video surveillance in the building. We have a video system in that building. It has been several months, we’ve 

spoken to Boag about this, so. 

Mayor Peterson: So, all OPRA requests are subject to Clerk’s record keeping. Are there any issues? 

Council Member DeMichele: I don’t think so. The last thing I was bringing up the video surveillance in Borough 

Hall that should be in the Clerk’s ability to access it. The cameras need to be adjusted as well. We had a security 

recommendation from Police Department last year. The windows are not monitored properly, the hallways are not 

being monitored properly, that needs to be done. 

Council Member Coleman: Why is that the Clerk’s? 

Council Member DeMichele: That’s also a record. 

Council Member Liguori; My question, who has access to the video cameras now? 

Council Member DeMichele: No, Sandy, and the mayor. 

Council Member Liguori: I thought only the police has records so that if Sandra got a request, she’d have to request 

the chief to get it.  

Council Member DeMichele: She should have access. 

Chief Boag: The Police got it through people retired, people at the Borough, no one knew how to operate the system. 

I have younger officers who are great with the IT stuff so we end up pulling video when it is requested. It wasn’t 

something assigned to us. 

Administrator Rice: Ocean Security installed the system.  

Council Member Coleman: Who was it back in the day? 

Chief Boag: When Bob was here. 

Council Member DeMichele: And Karen had access, of course she had access. 

Chief Boag: But that’s how we ended up with it, we know how to operate the system. Whoever calls, the 

Administrator, the Council, and asks us to retrieve video, of course we will. 
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Mayor Peterson: How often is it recycled? 

Administrator Rice: The video is maintained for thirty days by Ocean Security. 

Mayor Peterson: That’s cyclical 

Council Member Liguori: Does that meet OPRA requirements? 

Council Member Coleman: That does not. 

Borough Attorney Zabarsky: That’s not a record that the law requires us to make. There’s a record retention act. I’ll 

look at it for videos. I know most towns and Police Departments are thirty days.  

Deputy Clerk Martin: I’m going to have a guess of at least a year. I don’t know a record that is kept for thirty days. 

Council Member Liguori: How long are we required to do it? 

Council Member DeMichele: I just want to be inclusive of everything that is part of the clerk’s access 

Mayor Peterson: I’m very familiar with Police Departments and outside exterior of municipal buildings because our 

firm does prosecution work for a number of towns and it’s a typical scenario now where the defense attorney is 

asking for the video of the person who has just transported under arrest outside of the building. It’s kind of a ploy 

and there’s motion through the court and court orders, but I do know there’s a theme that they’re erased after thirty 

days. That’s typical, there’s a whole host of towns that have a thirty-day requirement, and lawyers if they get that 

request with inventory it creates another dicey issue where the town accidentally inadvertently destroyed it and 

didn’t make their way to the records keeper in the Police Department because it is not their job. The thirty day is 

very common in this area and Monmouth. Beyond that I don’t know the statute. 

Council Member Liguori: My point was I don’t have a problem if Sandra has access to something for an OPRA 

request. I just thought she always asked the Police Department to make the copy for her because that is how the 

system worked. 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: We didn’t invent this form of government. And it is designed to work a certain way 

and the way it is designed to work is that the Clerk is in fact the custodian of records and she has not been allowed to 

be such. So we need to return that to the way it is designed to function so this town can operate properly. 

Council Member Liguori: Mayor, may I object to that because he’s talking about one specific person instead of the 

law? 

Council Member Liguori: I don’t disagree, but now you’re talking about an employee. 

Council Member Dr. McHught: Then I’ll rephrase. 

Mayor Peterson: There’s a memo from the town attorney discussing the statute of the records keeper.  

Council Member DeMichele: That’s keys, that’s the buildings, upstairs, everything. And I want to apologize for 

being short before.  

Mayor Peterson: No apology necessary. Anything else from the council on that issue? 
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Release of Balloons 

Mayor Peterson: Last item on the agenda is a release of the balloons and a draft from Lavallette. Councilwoman 

Coleman 

Council Member Coleman: Over the last couple of years, people have been requesting that we enact a balloon 

release. I always felt that, I don’t know, I clean the beach every day, I walk the beach, when we get those storms, 

there are thousands of balloons, my dogs they chase them to pop them. I want everyone to view this and possibly, 

Mayor, if you’re allowing this to move forward. 

Mayor Peterson: I think it’s a great idea. 

Council Member Coleman: I emailed the Administrator and Sandra. 

Council Member DeMichele: It has gotten better with realtors using balloons, but I think we should add that to, like 

no realtors should use balloons on their signs. 

Council Member Coleman: No balloons on grand openings or re-openings 

Council Member Liguori: I’m just thinking of balloons on mailboxes on little kids’ birthday parties. 

Council Member DeMichele: Down here its different because of the winds and I’ll tell you that I’ve come out of an 

open house and the balloons were gone. 

Council Member McHugh: There might be something in one of the ordinances: We could add it to no balloons on 

business signs 

Council Member DeMichele: Some people leave them and don’t take them down. 

Council Member Coleman: I saw a couple seagulls with the strings wound around their feet. 

Mayor Peterson: Why don’t we, I support it, why don’t we look at the verbiage have it on the agenda for next 

week’s work session, because we can’t have a first reading next week, but we can have it the following meeting, the 

regular meeting. It could be the first reading of the ordinance. 

Council Member Coleman: A lot of the local businesses have started going towards the plant based containers. I try 

to take the straws. I don’t let the employees give plastic straws unless customers ask. Most adults don’t want it. We 

explain we’re trying to clean up the environment. Cigarette butts too, by the way.  

Council Member Dr. McHugh: Section in here it asks for what kind of penalty should we impose on those not 

following? 

Borough Attorney Zabarsky: Up to $1,000 and leave it to the discretion of the judge. 

Council Member Coleman; Probably have to redo our signs when people go up to signs to add balloons. It is usually 

memorial balloons. I suggest using flowers, it has the same emotional effect, and it decomposes.  

Mayor Peterson: I think we might consider plastic bag ordinance.  

Council Member Coleman: I think we should just do, Stafford Township, or Manahawkin, they have no plastic 

anything. You can’t have a plastic straw. 
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Mayor Peterson: But then you’ll have to take the expensive bags and get rid of them.  

Borough Attorney Zabarsky; At Point Beach we did a plastic bag ordinance, but it was retail businesses couldn’t use 

plastic bags. You could have them for dog poop, but it was for retail. 

Mayor Peterson; One of the reasons some towns waited, is because this is the end of the lame duck legislature, and 

they can be the most mischievous, there’s a pretty solid bill on this issue, so if the state passes it, it preempts the 

local municipality. A lot of towns have waited so we can just comply, or make our ordinances comply. 

Council Member Coleman: Sandra, please send me the bill that the mayor is talking about. I don’t know who is 

sponsoring it. 

Mayor Peterson: Senator Smith I believe. 

Council Member Coleman: And then can you make copies for us to put on our work session agenda. 

Mayor Peterson: The balloon we’ve got that, we have to plug in our circumstances, the name of our town, and look 

at it for adaptability, and have some general discussion on the plastic bag issue. We will know by the next meeting 

what the state legislature has done on this bill. 

Borough Attorney Zabarsky: To follow up, Sep 17, 2015, the Municipal Agency of General Records retention 

schedule took effect with regard to video surveillance, local governments should revise policies accordingly, the NJ 

Bureau of Records Management establishes all record retention schedules for all public records set forth with legal 

and fiscal ties. The way this general records retention schedule established is applicable to OPRA and tort claims 

notice to thirty-day retention. So thirty days. That’s why all Police Departments are thirty days minimum and it is a 

record. So we comply with the law.  

Mayor Peterson: Council comments on work session items? 

Council Member Liguori: Can I make one comment? Only because we got a letter regarding the Crescent 

Committee.. I just wanted to acknowledge we received that letter and publicly state, that Sandy, and I, Mayor, and 

Matt, we are going to meet with Eric and set up a meeting with this group and get moving on the crescents. That’s 

all I wanted to say. I wanted to acknowledge we discussed it casually and will take action.  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT (WORKSHOP): Mayor Peterson opened the floor to the public. 

 

Pat DeGutis,75 Stockton Ave: I’d like to make a few comments. Number one, about moving finance to the first 

floor. In the past, that’s where they were for year and years. They weren’t any place else. So I’m sure that room 

hasn’t been made smaller and I think it’s a great idea and to give the council a place to work, instead of bothering 

staff while they’re working. There have been times when inappropriate comments have been made to the staff while 

they’re working, so I think it is better to keep everybody in their places. Now, as far as the records, I have here, Civil 

Service title, it’s not a person Faith, it’s a job title description and it says: Under direction, acts as secretary to the 

governing body and custodian of municipal records; plans and coordinates office activities in accord with state/local 

laws, rules, regulations, and policies; does other related duties as required. Examples of work: Acts as secretary to 

the governing body and custodian of municipal records; coordinates activities of clerical staff; analyzes, evaluates, 

and organizes office operations/procedures; revises office procedures and devises new forms to improve efficiency 

of workflow; establishes uniform correspondence and filing procedures. All this stuff I heard tonight, that everybody 

kept asking unrelated questions and reason why a title cannot be followed. It doesn’t matter who the person is, it is 

what the title is. But out of everything that has been muddied up with false ideas trying to keep a friend or whatever 

to keep the job they have is inappropriate. Civil Service says what the title is for. Read it, follow it, listen to it. Stop 

trying to muddy the waters with irrelevant stuff. This municipality needs to go back to when we used to operate 
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efficiently, effectively, and impartially. Impartially is a big thing. We’re not keeping jobs for friends and we’re not 

making work easier for friends, or giving friends work they’d like to do. We are following Civil Service regulations 

because we are a Civil Service town. Okay, and that also applies to record, key, and lock box. Thank you. 

Faye Herron, 21 I St.: This that you’ve printed up is 13 pages long. Why don’t we do two pages to make it seven 

pages. Save some paper. Deputy Clerk Martin said, “It didn’t print double-sided? Ours are double-sided”. Hey, 

save paper. Go green. Just a comment. 

Michelle Miller, 1500 Lake Avenue: Thank you for acknowledging, I’m just mentioning about the Crescent 

Committee because Faith did bring it up. Good evening Mayor and Council. Congratulation to our newly elected 

mayor, and to the reelected Council members, congratulations. A letter was sent to Mayor and Council. The 

members of the Crescent Committee and its compliance with the Beautification Committee and the Sand Dollar 

Club. We wanted to know if there was a discussion, we look forward to hearing about meeting and when it will take 

place. We worked diligently researching plants and trees and Sandy has a copy. We did get at the Barnegat Bay 

partnership, most of us are aware of their action and good work. We would like to have the meeting before the end 

of January. The goal is to have a plan in place to have these by the Spring of 2020 to ensure the beautification of our 

gateway to our community. I also wanted to know what was the agreement between Seaside Park and the State of 

New Jersey when the State DOT agreed to let go of the median area? Did we have to give something? Council 

Member Kraft They just said, Here It’s your problem. But we don’t have to do the planning and all that? No, They 

tried that. Council Member Dr. McHugh stated that Mayor Matthies had a lot to do with that. We are appreciative. I 

just had a question about the website. The rabies clinic, where will it be? There’s no mention of where. Council 

responded the firehouse. If any committee or person wants to include something on the website who do we contact? 

Administrator Rice answered the Clerk. 

Seeing no hands from the public, Mayor Peterson closed this portion of the meeting. 

ADJOURNED & OPENED TO REGULAR MEETING 

Meeting Adjourned. 
Respectfully Submitted, 

_______________________ 
Sandra F. Martin RMC,CMR 
Deputy Municipal Clerk 

APPROVED DATE ____________ June 25, 2020


